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Southwest Washington Gold Prospectors August 2026 

Next Meeting October 11th 2:00 pm, Board Meeting 12:30 pm 

      Annual Picnic is September 20th at Daybreak Park 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

With all the turmoil and discontent in the world, it is nice for all of us to be 

able to get together and have fun. 

As you are aware our chapter does not take sides or promote any political 

agenda other than something that does not directly apply to mining. 

It is important for all of us to leave our political views at home for a few 

hours and be kind and respectful to each other. 

This has never been a problem in our chapter, and I am confident we all will 

continue this respectful behavior. 

See you at the picnic on Sunday, September 20th (the 3rd Sunday) at Daybreak Park.  

Your President, 

Debbie W. 

 

PICNIC 

The annual chapter picnic is September 20th (3rd Sunday) at Daybreak Park. Set-up time 

is 8:30 am - 9:00 am. If you have any tables or pop-ups, please bring them. 

The Buckendall’s will bring their bar-b-que and be cooking the burgers and hot dogs. 

The chapter will provide meat, buns, dinnerware, condiments and some water. 

Please bring 1 or 2 dishes for the potluck, 2 bags of ice, your chairs and beverages. 

We will play Bingo and there’s lots of prizes. We will not only hold our regular raffle but 

will be drawing the Miners raffle winners. Tickets will be available at the picnic. 

We will have gifts for the kids, plus Tammy B. is planning to bring something for each of 

us. We plan to eat about 11 am-ish and start Bingo around 1pm-ish. 

Please plan to stay for a little while and help clean up. 

NO SEPTEMBER MEETING    

We will not be holding a meeting in Sept. but will take care of any necessary business at the Picnic Sept 20that 

Daybreak Park. 

OPALS AND SUNSTONES 

Plans are in process for a trip at the end of June 2027 to the opal mines and sunstone mines 

in southern Oregon and Northern California. If you are interested in this trip, please put 

your name on the sign-up sheet and indicate if you plan to drive, want to ride in the vans, or 
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carpool. This is not a commitment on your part but gives me an idea of how many people I need to plan for 

and to make group arrangements for. 

MINERS RAFFLE 

We will be drawing for winners for the Miners raffle at the picnic. You do not need to be present to win. All 

raffle tickets are $1 each or 6 for $5. 

Miners raffle prizes are: 

Metal Detector  

The Green Meadows Club Membership Certificate 

Pair of Camp / Patio Chairs 

Myrtlewood Charcuterie / Cutting Board 

If we sell a total of 800 tickets, I will add another prize. 

Something’s Cooking 

  

  

  

  

  

  

STEP ONE: Preheat the oven to 350°F. Line a 9×13 baking dish with parchment 

paper allowing for overhang so you can lift the cooled bars out of the pan to 

cut. 

STEP TWO: In the large bowl of a stand mixer, add the flour, sugar, salt, and 

lemon zest. On low speed, mix until combined. 

STEP THREE: Add in the butter and mix until you get pea-sized pieces of butter. 

 

https://www.stay22.com/allez/retail?aid=spaceshipsandlaserbeams&campaign=spaceshipsandlaserbeams-strawberrypiebars&product=lma&habl=false&isinc=false&sid22=uGPN2DyqiWcRFeEq&adStack=mediavine&hasCTZ=false&hasTP=false&conmeth=normal&plng=en-CA&pageCategory=food&lmaID=6932e5f0b2c36929a54dcc80&source=direct&medium=hyperlink&itemname=electric+stand+mixer&minPrice=100&relatedKeywords=tilt-head+mixer%2Cbowl-lift+mixer%2Ckitchen+mixer%2Cbaking+mixer&category=Home+%26+Garden&ref22=https%3A%2F%2Fspaceshipsandlaserbeams.com%2Fstrawberry-pie-bars
https://www.stay22.com/allez/retail?aid=spaceshipsandlaserbeams&campaign=spaceshipsandlaserbeams-strawberrypiebars&product=lma&habl=false&isinc=false&sid22=uGPN2DyqiWcRFeEq&adStack=mediavine&hasCTZ=false&hasTP=false&conmeth=normal&plng=en-CA&pageCategory=food&lmaID=6932e5f0b2c36929a54dcc80&source=direct&medium=hyperlink&itemname=electric+stand+mixer&minPrice=100&relatedKeywords=tilt-head+mixer%2Cbowl-lift+mixer%2Ckitchen+mixer%2Cbaking+mixer&category=Home+%26+Garden&ref22=https%3A%2F%2Fspaceshipsandlaserbeams.com%2Fstrawberry-pie-bars
https://www.stay22.com/allez/retail?aid=spaceshipsandlaserbeams&campaign=spaceshipsandlaserbeams-strawberrypiebars&product=lma&habl=false&isinc=false&sid22=uGPN2DyqiWcRFeEq&adStack=mediavine&hasCTZ=false&hasTP=false&conmeth=normal&plng=en-CA&pageCategory=food&lmaID=6932e5f0b2c36929a54dcc80&source=direct&medium=hyperlink&itemname=electric+stand+mixer&minPrice=100&relatedKeywords=tilt-head+mixer%2Cbowl-lift+mixer%2Ckitchen+mixer%2Cbaking+mixer&category=Home+%26+Garden&ref22=https%3A%2F%2Fspaceshipsandlaserbeams.com%2Fstrawberry-pie-bars
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STEP FOUR: Add the beaten eggs and mix until a crumbly dough comes together. 

STEP FIVE: Press ⅔ of the crust mixture evenly into the bottom of the pan and set aside 

STEP SIX: In a large mixing bowl, combine the strawberries, lemon juice, cornstarch, and sugar. Mix until combined. 
STEP SEVEN: Pour the strawberry mixture over the crust and even it out with a rubber spatula 

STEP EIGHT: Crumble the remaining dough over the strawberry layer. 

STEP NINE: Bake pie bars in the preheated oven for 45 to 50 minutes or until the crumble appears slightly golden brown. 

STEP TEN: Pull the baking dish out of the oven and set it aside to cool completely before cutting the bars. 

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD (Elected) Phone Number Email 

President Debbie Witcher 360-695-3215 ddwitcher@yahoo.com    

Vice-President Tony Hess   360-253-6641 hesskidd@msn.com   

Secretary   Van Hord  360-699-2174 vmeter@comcast.net    

Treasurer   Mike (Michele) Quackenbush 360-608-5345 quacky@pacifier.com   

Assistant Treasurer   Vacant   

BOARD OF DIRECTORS (Elected)   

 Ron Koppi 360-921-3833 koppi@comcast.net    

 Maurine Koppi 360-907-9295 koppi@comcast.net    

 Jeanne Gieg 360-673-3179 jeannegieg@gmail.com   

 Preston Griffin 360-903-2054 griff11546@gmail.com    

 Charlie Hord 360-910-8414 batray@comcast.net    

 Jan Hurtubise 360-571-2473   eyedocmebe@comcast.net    

 Van Meter Hord 360-699-2174   vmeter@comcast.net    

 Lisa Young 503-260-2698   Lbw.young@gmail.com   

 Michael Kersteter   

Claims Chair   Preston Griffin 360-903-2054 griff11546@gmail.com    

State Director (WA)   (Appointed by GPAA) 

 Steve Lewin 971-212-5996   goldpan123@yahoo.com    

Committee / Chairs (Appointed by chapter 
President) 

Education Debbie Witcher 360-695-3215 ddwitcher@yahoo.com 

Equipment Manager Dennis Witcher 360-695-3215   ddwitcher@yahoo.com    

Assistant Ron Koppi 360-921-3833   koppi@comcast.net    

Fund Raising Coordinator Debbie Witcher 360-695-3215   ddwitcher@yahoo.com    

Assistant Vacant   

Hospitality Jeanne Gieg 360-673-3179   jeannegieg@gmail.com   

Assistant Maurine Koppi 360-907-9295   koppi@comcast.net    

Assistant Vacant   

Picnic/Holiday   Jeanne Gieg 360-673-3179   jeannegieg@gmail.com   

Assistant Maurine Koppi 360-907-9295   koppi@comcast.net    

Assistant Vacant   

Librarian Queenie (Sharon) Garden   360-839-802 sharongarden@gmail.com   
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Membership Lisa Young 503-260-2698   Lbw.young@gmail.com   

Newsletter Mark Mattila 360-609-6813   chipper49@outlook.com    

Outing Coordinator Jamie Louie 971-212-5664   jamlou8@comcast.net   

Assistant Vacant   

Safety Officer Preston Griffin 360-903-2054 griff11546@gmail.com 

Assistant Steve Keesee 360-269-2341   None 

Sargent at Arms Steve Keesee 360-269-2341   None 

Sunshine Ann Erickson 503-801-1452   annerickson5755@comcast.net 

T-Shirts Maurine Koppi 360-907-9295   koppi@comcast.net    

Web Master Jan Hurtubise 360-571-2473   eyedocmebe@comcast.net    

Historian Vacant   

Assistant Vacant   

Gold Buyer Ron Koppi 360-921-3833   koppi@comcast.net    

Pay Dirt Debbie Witcher 360-695-3215   ddwitcher@yahoo.com    

Name Tags Queenie (Sharon) Garden 360-839-4802 sharongarden@gmail.com   

Awards Debbie Witcher 360-695-3215   ddwitcher@yahoo.com    

Facebook Vacant   

Assistant Vacant   

Raffle   Tammy Binford 360-980-9070 kaycbear99@gmail.com   

Assistant Charlie Hord 360-910-8414   batray@comcast.net    

Assistant Ron Koppi   360-921-3833   koppi@comcast.net    

Assistant Vacant   

Chapter Store Dennis Witcher 360-695-3215   ddwitcher@yahoo.com    

Other committees will be formed as needed. Please let Debbie Witcher know if your name was missed or if you would like to serve.   

 

Chapter Mailing Address: 5400 NE Highway 99, Ste G, Vancouver, WA 98665   

 

 

Links 

Website: www.SWWGoldProspectors.org 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/southwestwashingtongoldprospectors 

Gold and Fish Book: https://wdfw.wa.gov/licensing/mining/ 

HPA Rulemaking web page: https://wdfw.wa.gov/licensing/hpa/rulemaking/ 

GPAA https://www.goldprospectors.org/ 

HPA application process http://mylandmatters.com/ 
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Thank you to these companies for supporting our activities 

 

Designs of All Kinds 

360-892-559 

McCord’s Vancouver Toyota AKAU Lodge 

97760-500-1329 

AAA Precious Metals 

503-253-8591 

Creekside Prospecting Roaring Camp 

209 296-4100  

Whites Metal Detectors Armadillo Minin Spin it Off 

Chinook Winds Casino & Resort Fossickers The Gold Lab 

Quick Badge Gold Getter Northwest Detector Sales 

Danner Boots Danas Classic Hair Supply Oregon Treasure Trail Society 

Lost Adams 
541-340-0931 

 

Packwood Prospecting and Mining 
Supply 

 

American Mining Supply 

 Ron Farnsworth Scrap Metal Pickup Topside Mining                                             Prospectors Treasure Trove 

                                                  Dan Rouse 971-708-8699 

 

 

 

Please support these vendors as they support us with contributions and in many cases discounts. We 

will be doing interviews with many of them so we can get to know a little more about them. 
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