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Southwest Washington Gold Prospectors     March  2024 

Next Meeting March 10th 2:00, Board Mtg. 12:30  

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 
 
Wow this year is off to an extreme start.  The weather is keeping us all guessing. We are getting 

some activities planned by do need some ideas. Our raffles are going well and the only fund raising 

planned at this time is Territorial Days July 12,13,14. Need volunteers and then can work out de-

tails. 

We have a solid membership, and we are growing every meeting.  

Hope to see you all at the meeting. 

NO MAY MEETING 
 
 We will have an April meeting but no May 

meeting since our meeting day falls on Moth-

ers Day.  

MINERS RAFFLE 
We will draw the miners (formally 3 month) prizes at the meeting on Sunday March 
10th. 
Tickets are $1 each or 6 for $5.  You have 30 days to claim your prize or it reverts to 
the Chapter. Need not be present to win. 
 
GOLD PIECE 
X STREAM PRO 
DREAM MATTS 
PAY DIRT BAG 
ESCAPE EXPERIENCE MUST BE USED WITHIN 30 DAYS 
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COOS BAY/ MERYTLE POINT 
 
If you would like to help at the kid’s adventure with our gold panning learning experience and have 
not signed up, please contact Debbie W. 360 695 3215 asap. This is a one-day event Sat.  May 4th.   
I have a discount on lodging while it lasts, or dry camping is available. Also, lots of camping in area. 
Here is the list I have of those who are going: 
Debbie W  
Sharon Stewart 
Betty and Norm Erickson 
Doug and Lou Buckendall 
Steve and Edna Nelson 
Bob and Carol Brown 
Maurine and Ron Koppi 
Wayne  and Pam Tipping 
Charlie and Van Hord 
Dave Jones and wife 
Yet to decide:  
Rick Beehler and Lisa 
Jamie Louie 
Bring a chair to sit on, your pans (2), snacks. And beverage 
Lunch will be provided. If you have a pop up please bring it. Charlie will be transporting our 2 pop 
ups and tables. 
Dress for the weather rain, wind, or sun. Who knows 
Not everyone pans but there will be lots for you to do.  
Any questions contact Debbie W. 360 695 3215 

MEMORIAL PLAQUE 
 
We are adding 2 names to our remembrance plaque. Jerry Keesee and Pat Staat. 
If you know of one of our members who has passed, and their name is not on the plaque please let 
Debbie W. and Dave Conti know. 
 
 
PAY DIRT 
 
We have a new batch of Colorado paydirt available. See Dennis at the store. 
 
 
NEW BOARD MEMBER 
 
We have a new board member, Michael Kersteter.  Thanks for volunteering and welcome. 

OUTINGS CHAIRPERSON 
 
We still need an outing chair… see Debbie w. Anyone interested? 
If you don’t help please don’t complain.  Need suggestions too. 
 
MEMBERSHIP CARDS 
 
There are membership cards available at the membership desk. Please get an updated one.  Remem-
ber to sign in and double check the info we have. Phone, email etc. We do NOT provide that info to 
anyone except Van, Mark and Debbie. 
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CLAIM SLIPS 
 
Pick up your claim and permission slips at the membership desk. 
 
 
TERRITORIAL DAYS 
 
We will participate in Amboy Territorial Days if we have 20 folk who will commit to working . It is a 3 

day event so some folks will need to work multiple days.  

Sign up at the membership desk.  We will have a booth and teach panning. This is a very good way to 

interest new members. 

 
 
NOTE FROM HOSPITALITY 
 
We will be serving root beer, and orange floats this meeting. 
 
MEETING 
 
Our meeting will be downstairs. Please keep the chatter to a minimum once the meeting starts so 
everyone can hear.  Thank you. 

EQUIPMENT LIST 
 
This is a list of most of the equipment you are able to check out. $25 refundable deposit,conditions 
apply. 30 day max.check out time. Must be a current member. We need your email, address and 
phone number. Any questions see, Dennis W., Ron Koppi, or Debbie W. 
 
Mt. goat trommel 
Large trommel 
 Small High Banker 
Rocker Box 
Gold Cubes 
Dry washer 
 Dry Vac. 
 Miller tables 
Dredge 
X stream pro 
Metal detectors 
Privey tents 
Tent 
 
PEOSPECTORS TREASURE TROVE CLASS 
 
Check Dans web site 
March 23 11-3  pros and cons with Tom Bohmker 
What does hi grade ore look like? 
April 10 2-7 
With Cash Best and Mike Pung 
With their products 
 
Lots to learn folks take advantage of these learning opportunities.  
Debbie W. President SWWGP 
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Minutes of December 10, 2023, general meeting were approved as read. 

Treasurer’s Report was approved as read. 

 
Gambling license is current. 

 
There were 2 birthdays this month. 

There are 3 guests welcomed. 

 
Claims: Reminder to fill out forms when going to the claims. Take the permission slip with 

you which gives you access to claim. 

Equipment: 

The dredge was rented for $300 prior to its sale. The interested party said the dredge would 

not do for his needs & returned the dredge. He had fixed the dredge. He donated the cost of 

repairs. The dredge is up for sale at $1500.  Sold parts of one sluice. 

Other excess mining equipment will be for sale to reduce at the March meeting. Also available 

will be more buckets. 

Non-profit status: Any vendor interested in donating to the group can ask for a donation 

letter. 

Picnic: Instead of a meeting, the group’s annual picnic was approved to be held on Sunday, 

August 11, 2024. It will be at Daybreak Park. There are some roads at Daybreak Park which 

remain closed. 

Membership: Edna Nelson gave out membership packets to 3 new members. Very im-

portant to check your information when you check your attendance. Enter information legi-

bly. 

Outings: A chair is needed. Ideas about possible places, near & far, are needed. Such as, 

Dave Conti is heading up a group to go to Roaring Camp Mining Company. 

May 4, 2024, Saturday, is the Coos Bay youth event. It begins at 9 AM. There are motels in 

the area (Debbie Witcher is checking on getting discounts) and dry camping (free, outhouse, 

restrooms & water). There is a set number of people needed, please sign up. 

Amboy Territorial Days are July 12, 13, & 14th. The booth will be free, 2-4 people to man 

booth. $5 per gold sample for panning. On the meeting day of the 14th, just a few to be at the 

booth. Sign-up sheet closer to dates. 

Woodland Parade: Need members to enter parade, perhaps using a flatbed truck, mining 

outfits. Date in the summer TBA. 

Raffles: The 3-months raffle will be called the Miner’s Raffle. Starting with the March raffle, 

this raffle will be a 4-month raffle. One of the March prizes is a Hazel Dell Escape Experience 

for 2 which must be used by the end of April. Also, GPAA pay dirt bag & gold, matt, Extreme 

Pro outfit. 

 
Board: Tammy Binford can no longer be on the board since she was elected unanimously to 

be vice president. Mike Kersteter was unanimously elected to fill this board position. 

Dan Rouse of Prospectors Treasure will be giving classes on various aspects of mining; 

the schedule of classes will be put into the newsletter. 

Education: How to read streams handout one per family. If more are needed, more will be 

printed. 

 
There are new bipartisan government regulations being discussed to remove access to 

public lands, close some BLM, denying even walking on these lands. Includes the selling of 

the National Parks to Wall Street. This has been discussed through several different past ad-

ministrations. Contact your legislature representative. 
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Executive  Board       (Elected)    

President     Debbie Witcher  360-695-3215 ddWitcher@yahoo.com  

Vice President        Tammy Binford        503-766-7814 kaycbear99@gmail.com  

Secretary    Mark Mattila  360-609-6813 chipper49@outlook.com  

Assistant Secretary Van Meter Hord 360-699-2174 vmeter@comcast.net  

Treasurer  Michele Quackenbush  quacky@pacifier.com  

Assistant Treasurer     

Board of Directors (Elected )    

 Ron Koppi 360-921-3833 koppi@comcast.net  

 Maurine Koppi 360-907-9295 koppi@comcast.net  

 Jeanne Gieg 360-673-3179 jeannegieg@gmail.com  

 Preston Griffin  360-903-2054  griff11546@gmail.com  

 Charlie Hord 360-910-8414 batray@comcast.net  

 Edna Nelson 503-307-0852 rockhounstool1966@yahoo.com  

 Jan Hurtubise 360-571-2473 eyedocmebe@comcast.net  

 Van Meter Hord 360-699-2174 vmeter@comcast.net  

     

     
Claims Chair Preston Griffin 360-903-2054 griff11546@gmail.com  

State Director (WA) (Appointed by GPAA)    

 Steve Lewin 971-212-5996 goldpan123@yahoo.com   

Committees / Chairs Appointed by chapter President    

Education Preston Griffin  360 903 2054  griff11546@gmail.com  

Equipment Manager Don Spillman 360-773-8708 Golddigger357@outlook.com  

Fundraising Coordi- Debbie Witcher 360-695-3215 ddwitcher@yahoo.com  

Assistant     

Hospitality Jeanne Gieg 360-673-3179 jeannegieg@gmail.com  

Assistant Maurine Koppi 360-907-9295 koppi@comcast.net  

Assistant     

Picnic, Holiday Din- Jeanne Gieg 360-673-3179 jeannegieg@gmail.com  

Assistant Maurine Koppi 360-907-9295 koppi@comcast.net  

Librarian Dave Conti 360-256-0892 user764554@aol.com  

Membership Edna Nelson 503-307-0852 rockhound-  

Newsletter  Mark Mattila 360-609-6813 chipper49@outlook.com  

Outing Coordinator     

Safety Officer Ron Koppi 360-921-3833 koppi@comcast.net  

Assistant Steve Keesee 360-269-2341 None  

     

 Betty Erickson 503-801-1452 bettyerickson13@yahoo.com  

Sargent at Arms Daniel Keesee 360-269-2341 None  

     

     

Sunshine Ann Erickson  annerickson5755@comcast.net  

T-Shirts Maurine Koppi 360-907-9295 koppi@comcast.net  

Webmaster Jan Hurtubise 360-571-2473 eyedocmebe@comcast.net  

Historian Carol Brown    

Assistant     

Gold Buyer Ron Koppi  360-921-3833 koppi@comcast.net  

PayDirt Debbie Witcher  360-695-3215 ddWitcher@yahoo.com  

Other committees will be formed as needed. Please let Debbie Witcher know if your name was missed or if you would like to serve.  

mailto:DDWitcher@yahoo.com
mailto:jeannegieg@gmail.com
mailto:goldpan123@yahoo.com
mailto:DDWitcher@yahoo.com
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  GPAA Points     

Name Tags  Dave Conti 360-256-0892 user764554@aol.com  

Awards Debbie Witcher 360-695-3215 ddwitcher@yahoo.com  

Picnic and Holiday Jeanne Gieg 360-673-3179 jeannegieg@gmail.com  

Assistant Maurine Koppi 360-907-9295 koppi@comcast.net  

Assistant     

Facebook Rick B 360-601-6855 rickbeehler@ymail.com  

Assistant     

Raffle Kerry Wookdridge    

Assistant Jeff Wooldridge        360-907-2602 harmonicajeff@msn.com  

Assistant Ron Koppi 360-921-3833 koppi@comcast.net  

Chapter Store Dennis Witcher 360-695-3215 ddWitcher@yahoo.com  

     

Chapter mailing address: 5400 NE Highway 99 STE G Vancouver WA 98665 

Chapter mailing address: 5400 NE Hwy 99 Ste. G Vancouver WA 98665   
Links 

 
Website: www.SWWGoldProspectors.org 
 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SWwashingtonGoldProspectors  
 
Gold and Fish Book: https://wdfw.wa.gov/licensing/mining/ 
 
HPA Rulemaking web page: https://wdfw.wa.gov/licensing/hpa/rulemaking/ 
 
GPAA https://www.goldprospectors.org/ 
 
HPA application process. 
 

http://mylandmatters.com/ 

FACEBOOK EDUCATION LINKS HERE 
 
https://www.facebook.co/SWwashingtonGoldProspectors 

 

Thousand trails membership contact Debbie 360 695 3215 

mailto:jeannegieg@gmail.com
mailto:harmonicajeff@msn.com
mailto:DDWitcher@yahoo.com
http://www.SWWGoldProspectors.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SWwashingtonGoldProspectors
https://wdfw.wa.gov/licensing/mining/
https://www.goldprospectors.org/
https://wdfw.wa.gov/licenses/environmental/hpa/application
http://mylandmatters.com/
https://www.facebook.com/SWwashingtonGoldProspectors
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Thanks  to these companies for supporting our activities.   

Designs of all kinds 

360-892-5597 

McCord’s Vancouver Toyota AKAU Lodge 

760-500-1329 

AAA Precious Metals 

503-253-8591 

Creekside Prospecting Roaring Camp 

209 296-4100 

Whites Metal Detectors 

1-800-547-6911 

Armadillo Mining Spin it Off 

Chinook Winds Casino & Resort Fossickers The Gold Lab 

Quick Badge Gold Getter Northwest Detector Sales 

503-936-1443 

Danner Boots 

877-432-6637  

Danas Classic Hair Supply Oregon Treasure Trail Society 

Lost Adams 

541-340-0931 

Packwood Prospecting and Mining 

Supply 

American Mining Supply 

Ron Farnsworth Scrap Metal Pickup Topside Mining  

   

   

   

Please support these vendors as they support us with contributions and in many cases discounts. We will be doing inter-

views with many of them so we can get to know a little more about them. 

 

tel://+12092964100
tel:1-877-432-6637

