SWWGP Newsletter
March 2021
PRESIDENTS MESSAGE
Things seem to be looking up concerning the
covid-19 situation and restrictions. I am looking forward to not only starting our board
meetings and getting business started but also
to our June general meeting. We will have
some surprises and lots of fun planned for
you. Please plan to safely attend the June
meeting.
For our members who have some health issues, please let me know if we can help in any way.
If you are aware of anyone who is ill etc. please let me know.
I hope everyone made it thru our winter storm alright.
Ithas been a long time since we have all been together, I hope everyone is ok.

Stay safe.
Debbie W.

Hello all,
Just a reminder that we will be starting our board meetings. Our first meeting will be next Sunday
March 14 at 1:00 at the grange. Masks required. We will be social distancing as we did in Aug. We
have a fair amount of business to take care of so please make every effort to be there. Remember
there is a time change on that Sunday. If for any reason you can not attend please let me know right
away, We are short 2 positions now. Jim and Tina. I hope everyone is safe and healthy.

PARKING
When meetings start and if you need to park on the grass at the grange please be careful not the tear
up the area. There is a chain and posts being installed to deter people from tearing up the area when
the grange is not in use. We will have a key available to unlock and remove the chain for our folks at
a meeting.

Legend says that Leprechauns do so much dancing,
they constantly wear out their shoes.
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OPEN POSITIONS

We have 2 open board positions, these positions are elected, not appointed. We need a couple of
folks to work with Jeff on the raffle, and someone to take over the official Facebook page for
SWWGP. These are appointed by the president. Contact Debbie W for questions and info. 360 695
3215.

GENERAL MEETINGS
As long as progress is made on the covid-19 situation we are planning our first general meeting for
this year on June 13th. There will be NO meetings in April or May. We will keep you updated, masks
will be required, social distancing, etc. Any questions contact, Debbie W. 360 695 3215.

There’s an official leprechaun colony in Portland, Oregon.
The colony is located at Mill Ends Park and was recognized in the Guinness World Records as the world’s smallest park, measuring just two square feet.

TIME CHANGE
Remember to change your clocks! Spring ahead, fall back.
BEACH MINING
If you are planning to go to Cape Disappointment to do some beach mining, please stop and visit
with the rangers and double check on the rules. Things are changing and we want to be sure to observe any new rules. Make sure you have the gold and fish book with you and take a garbage bag to
assist with any clean up. It goes without saying file in your holes please.

The Leprechauns of Carlington Mountain are protected under European law.
The remaining 236 leprechauns that live in the caverns of Carlington Mountain were
granted heritage status by the EU, and now they have their own protected sanctuary nestled in the mountain

Leprechauns can be quite mischievous, but their boisterous cousins, the Clurichauns are far
worse
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GRANGE UPDATE

The grange has been doing a lot of improvements and repairs during this covid-19 down time.
There are new blinds upstairs, a new sound system, new projection system and screen, as well as new
paint throughout the building and more
Numerous tales say Leprechauns make their homes in forests or woodlands.
In fact, there have been accounts of people spotting the tiny creatures near fairy mounds
REMINDER

The grange is available to rent. Birthday parties, meetings, weddings, and receptions, and much
more. For information contact Phillip at 360 907-1036
I.D.CARDS
Many of you have expired ID cards. We will have new ones available at the June meeting.
See Edna at the membership table when you sign in.

SHORTCUT CONTEST
Neither Jeanne nor Debbie has received any time saving ideas from anyone. There are prizes available. The contest will end April first.
In the earliest known folktale to feature a leprechaun, Fergus mac Léti, the King of Ulster was almost dragged to sea by 3 tiny leprechauns before the King managed to catch the leprechauns and was granted 3 wishes
AT IT AGAIN
Some of you are receiving the fake e-mails stating that I want you to spend your money and
make certain purchases. You will never get an e-mail from me or any other board member asking
you to do this. This is a scam!!! Please delate these emails right away, do not open them.

COOS BAY FUNCTION

Many of us have helped out with the youth outdoor fair put on at the gun club in Coos Bay. I spoke
with Marcey and she is unable to hold the event this year due to the covid-19 restrictions. Hopefully
this event will happen next year. I have assured her that our chapter will help out next year as we
have in the past teaching the gold panning. This has been a lot of fun for all involved. I will let you
know more as the time approaches next year.
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Executive Board

(Elected)

President

Debbie Witcher

360-695-3215

ddWitcher@yahoo.com

Vice President

Jeff Wooldridge

360-907-2602

harmonicajeff@msn.com

Secretary

Mark Mattila

360-609-6813

chipper49@outlook.com

Treasurer

Patti Long

503-320-3854

palong48@gmail.com

Board of Directors

(Elected )
Ron Koppi

360-921-3833

koppi@comcast.net

Maurine Koppi

3609079295

koppi@comcast.net

Jim Erickson

360-260-3225

aerickson@q.com

Jeanne Gieg

360-673-3179

jeannegieg@gmail.com

Scott Long

971-219-1079

mthoodfire74@hotmail.com

Preston Griffin

360 903 2054

griff11546@gmail.com

Tammy Binford

503-766-7814

kaycbear99@gmail.com

Edna Nelson

503-307-0852

rockhounstool1966@yahoo.com

360-903-2054

griff11546@gmail.com

971-212-5996

goldpan123@yahoo.com

Claims Chair

(Elected)
Preston Griffin

State Director (W A)

(Appointed by GPAA)
Steve Lewin

Committees / Chairs

Appointed by chapter President

Education

Preston Griffin

360 903 2054

griff11546@gmail.com

Equipment Manager

Don Spillman

360-773-8708

Golddigger357@outlook.com

Fundraising Coordi-

Debbie Witcher

360-695-3215

ddwitcher@yahoo.com

Assistant

Jim Erickson

360-260-3225

aerickson@q.com

Hospitality

Jeanne Gieg

360-673-3179

jeannegieg@gmail.com

Assistant

Maurine Koppi

360-907-9295

koppi@comcast.net

Assistant

Tina Long

503-544-3695

treasuretrove67@hotmail.com

Picnic, Holiday Din-

Jeanne Gieg

360-673-3179

jeannegieg@gmail.com

Assistant

Maurine Koppi

360-907-9295

koppi@comcast.net

Librarian

Dave Conti

360-256-0892

user764554@aol.com

Membership

Edna Nelson

503-307-0852

rockhound-

Newsletter

Mark Mattila

360-609-6813

chipper49@outlook.com

Outing Coordinator

Scott Long

971-219-1079

mthoodfire74@hotmail.com

Safety Officer

Ron Koppi

360-921-3833

koppi@comcast.net

Assistant

Steve Keesee

360-269-2341

None

Norm Erickson

503-801-1452

None

Betty Erickson

503-801-1452

bettyerickson13@yahoo.com

Daniel Keesee

360-269-2341

None

Bob Brown

360-576-0213

photogal01@comcast.net

Sargent at Arms

Jeff Wooldridge

360-907-2602

harmonicajeff@msn.com

Sunshine

Ann Erickson

360-260-3225

aerickson@q.com

T-Shirts

Maurine Koppi

360-907-9295

koppi@comcast.net

Webmaster

Dennis Clevenger

360-281-6338

dennisc@pacifier.com

Historian

Jeff Wooldridge

360-907-2602

harmonicajeff@msn.com

Assistant

Deborah Lee

360-624-6565

deborah35@me.com

Gold Buyer

Ron Koppi

360-921-3833

koppi@comcast.net

PayDirt

Debbie Witcher

360-695-3215

ddWitcher@yahoo.com

Other committees will be formed as needed. Please let Debbie Witcher know if your name was missed or if you would like to serve.
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GPAA Points

Bob Brown

360-576-0213

photogal01@comcast.net

Name Tags

Dave Conti

360-256-0892

user764554@aol.com

Awards

Debbie Witcher

360-695-3215

ddwitcher@yahoo.com

Picnic and Holiday

Jeanne Gieg

360-673-3179

jeannegieg@gmail.com

Assistant

Maurine Koppi

360-907-9295

koppi@comcast.net

Assistant

Leigh Anne Chavez

503-531-2770

ohwell1956@yahoo.com

Facebook

Shawndell Albright

503-289-3536

northrains@gmail.com

Raffle

Jim Erickson

360-260-3225

aerickson@q.com

Assistant

Jeff Wooldridge

360-907-2602

harmonicajeff@msn.com

Assistant

Ron Koppi

360-921-3833

koppi@comcast.net

Chapter Store

Dennis Witcher

360-695-3215

ddWitcher@yahoo.com

Assistant

Chapter mailing address: 5400 NE Highway 99 STE G Vancouver WA 98665
Chapter mailing address: 5400 NE Hwy 99 Ste. G Vancouver WA 98665

Links

Website: www.SWWGoldProspectors.org

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SWwashingtonGoldProspectors
Gold and Fish Book: https://wdfw.wa.gov/licensing/mining/
HPA Rulemaking web page: https://wdfw.wa.gov/licensing/hpa/rulemaking/
GPAA https://www.goldprospectors.org/
HPA application process.
http://mylandmatters.com/
FACEBOOK EDUCATION LINKS HERE
https://www.facebook.co/SWwashingtonGoldProspectors
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Thanks to these companies for supporting our activities.
Pro Caliber

McCord’s Vancouver Toyota

AKAU Lodge
760-500-1329

Designs of all kinds

Creekside Prospecting

360-892-5597
Whites Metal Detectors

Roaring Camp
209 296-4100

Armadillo Mining

Spin it Off

Chinook Winds Casino & Resort

Fossickers

Thrive Life

Quick Badge

Dana’s classic Flowers and Gifts

Northwest Detector Sales

1-800-547-6911

503-936-1443
Danner Boots

Danas Classic Hair Supply

Oregon Treasure Trail Society

Packwood Prospecting and Mining
Supply

American Mining Supply

Ron Farnsworth Scrap Metal Pickup

Topside Mining

The Gold Lab

Gold Getter

Wilson Brothers

Avon Products—Bug Guard

877-432-6637
Lost Adams
541-340-0931

971-212-5996
AAA Precious Metals

Sportsman’s Warehouse

503-253-8591

360 604-8000

Please support these vendors as they support us with contributions and in many cases discounts. We will be doing interviews with many of them so we can get to know a little more about them.

You can find an entire museum in Dublin, Ireland, that ’s solely dedicated to
Leprechauns. The museum opened on March 10th, 2010, and is located on Jervis
Street in Dublin, Ireland. It also claims to be the first leprechaun museum in the world
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